[Drug addiction--origin, development and pharmacological intervention].
The present essay on drug addiction deals, under the escort of empirical knowledges emanating from medico-legal toxicology, mainly with the behavioural, neurobiological, forensic and pharmacotherapeutical aspects of drug seeking and taking behaviour. The article emphasizes the idea that treatment of drug dependence [including that of the associated diseases and complications] should be performed according to the specific pharmacological and toxicological properties of the drugs involved. Furthermore, the treatment of drug dependence should be carried out in agreement with the individual needs of the patient, and in concordance with the multiple factors involved in the development and maintenance of drug addiction.